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MHA held a  press conference 
on Tuesday, June 13, 2007.   
This event gave MHA the  
opportunity to officially  
announce its new name as  
Mental  Health America of 
Greenville County.   
 
Naomi Campbell, CEO,  
welcomed those attending  
and introduced Becky Kay, 
President of the Board of  
Directors.  Becky made the  
official announcement and  
then shared her story of the  
traumatic loss of her son  
through suicide.  Becky  
then stated that, “I found hope and healing through Survivors of Suicide, one of MHA’s 
many programs.  And so it is with honor that I stand before you and announce our plans to 
bring wellness home.”   Becky then stated that, along with the name change, it is time for 
other changes.  One of the changes is for MHA to become stronger and louder.  While 
MHA serves over 15,000 community individuals annually, this is not enough.  We need 
for everyone in The Upstate to know who we are, why we exist, and the impact we have 
on this community.  Mental health is an issue that affects all of us.  Mental illness and  
crisis situations can happen to any of us, and it is imperative that all individuals know that 
there is support available should a crisis occur. 
 
Becky continued by sharing  statistics and accomplishments of MHAGC.  She stated that 
while “...these are amazing accomplishments, it’s not enough.  We know that what we do 
and advocate for is something that so many are not comfortable talking about but we can’t 
be quiet about it any longer.  We have to talk about it; we have to accept that it’s real.  We 
can come out of the darkness and celebrate wellness.” 
 
Thanks to Cox Radio, WYFF 4 and The Greenville News covering and supporting this 
press conference.  We also appreciate all who were in attendance. 
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Becky Kay, President of MHAGC Board of Directors 
and member/trained facilitator announces the MHA 
name change and new direction for the agency. 
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Despite cold and  rainy conditions, MHA brought a 
positive presence to the annual Reedy River Duck 
Derby!  By participating in this event, MHA was  
focused on raising awareness of its programs and on 
raising money for support!  Staff and volunteers braved 
the conditions with determination and hot coffee.  A 
huge thanks goes to the staff, volunteers, and board 
members who gave their time to this event.  A special 
thanks to Kanika Richardson and her family for the  
donating and serving the food, Rob Mould and BI-LO 
for food and drink donations, and Eric Wall for obtain-
ing prizes for the kids.  Also, we appreciate all those 
who sold or bought duck adoptions to support MHA!   

Kanika Richardson, her son Darius, and staff member Chrissy 
Morris take shelter from the rain to set up food for the Reedy 
River Duck Race. 
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Jeff Rose wanted to volunteer his time, service and skills with an organization for which he felt passionate.  He 
is very knowledgeable about computers, the internet and about mental health issues, especially the problem of 
mental health insurance discrimination and follows the progress of the situation at the state and federal level very 
closely. 
 

Jeff and his wife, Jodi live in Simpsonville with their two dogs and one cat.  They had considered adoption but 
says "it would be tough to bring children up in a house where the adults still can't figure out what they want to do 
when THEY grow up!".  Jeff is self-employed as a free-lance television graphics artist/operator and also has 
been known to run cameras and audio and has a computer/internet consulting business.  Jodi is a registered nurse 
with Greenville Hospital System. 
 

Jeff most recently recreated the MHA website. It is still a work-in-progress, but we are excited about its graphics 
that tie in with the national Mental Health America.  Check it out at www.mhagc.org! 
 

We are grateful to Jeff for bringing his expertise, time, and energetic personality to MHA!   
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In a published MHA study of the needs of adults with men-
tal illness in Greenville County (March 1990), one of the 
identified needs was affordable housing for individuals with 
chronic mental illness who were receiving disability checks 
or had insufficient income to afford housing at fair market 
rent.  Shortly thereafter, SC Department of Mental Health 
made a financial commitment to nonprofit groups across the 
state to help agencies create the capacity to develop housing 
opportunities for mental health clients who needed afford-
able housing.  MHAGC Board of Directors made the deci-
sion to pursue opportunities to create housing.  During the 
ensuing years two separate nonprofit organizations were es-
tablished to oversee the housing programs:  Hillcrest 
Heights, Inc. and MHAGC Housing Corporation, Inc. 
 
Hillcrest Heights is the result of the first initiative.  Funded 
by a HUD Section 811 grant, Hillcrest Heights has 12 one-
bedroom apartments and an office in Simpsonville.  Opening 
in March 1994, the apartments provide a project-based rent 
subsidy for individuals who need the financial support to 
live independently. 
 
Victor Village is the second apartment project developed by 
MHAGC Housing Corporation.  Located in the Victor Mill 
area of Greer, it is home for 20 individuals; a community 
building with an office is included in the project.  Section 8 
rent subsidies are provided by the Housing Authority of 
Greer. 
 
Residents of these two apartment projects come from vari-
ous backgrounds: community care homes, hospitals, McKin-
ney House, substandard housing, homeless shelters or other  
homeless situations, or living with friends or relatives. 

Comments from residents about their housing include: 

Case manager has “helped me learn to take care of myself.  
Gave me self esteem.  Gave me pride in keeping myself up.” 

“Renewed responsibility” 

“I never lived on my own before.” 

“I’ve always lived in boarding homes.” 

“I like it here.” 

 
McKinney House is a collaborative project with Piedmont 
Center for Mental Health Services in Simpsonville.  Until 
1994, individuals who were deaf and clients of DMH had 
two choices:  they could live with family members or they 
were hospitalized.  With the opening of McKinney House in 
July 1994, deaf individuals were able to move from Patrick 
B. Harris Hospital to the ten-bed group home in Mauldin 
named for Charlie McKinney, a tireless advocate for  
services for deaf individuals throughout the state.  One of 
the original McKinney House residents had lived in the state 
hospital for almost 50 years, having been hospitalized as a 
young deaf girl.   McKinney House is leased to Piedmont 
Center which is responsible for providing 24 hour services.  
With the supportive services of center staff, over 25   
individuals gained skills that have allowed them to move 
into independent apartments in the Greenville area and 
throughout the state. 
 
Shelter Plus Care is a HUD subsidized program. Now in the 
beginning of its 8th year, 23 adults and 4 children (living 
with parents) are currently in the program. 

Victor Village in Greer 
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Continued from page 3 

Shelter Plus Care provides apartments for 23 adults.  
McKinney House (above), located in Mauldin. 

To be eligible for this program, individuals must be home-
less and clients of a local mental health center.  MHA works 
with both Greenville Mental Health Center and Piedmont 
Center to take referrals into the program, and the centers 
provide case management and other services for the  
participants in this program.  MHA leases apartment units 
throughout the greater Greenville area and makes these units  
 
 
 

available for qualified individuals and their families.   
Program participants have lived on the streets, in buildings 
not meant for human habitation, in a car, or in emergency 
shelters.  With supportive services and housing, individuals 
are given the opportunity to receive needed treatment and to 
learn skills so they can continue to live independently. 
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During the month of May, MHAGC and many other affili-
ates across the nation celebrated Mental Health Month and 
carried our message of health, hope, and healing to many 
area schools, businesses, churches, agencies and individuals.  
Over 100 Gatekeepers participated in the best practice  
Question, Persuade, and Refer suicide prevention training.  
Interns, volunteers, and staff distributed mental health  
literature, launched media campaigns, and partnered with 
community leaders in a quest to show that Mental Health 
Matters! For the third consecutive year we hosted our annual 
faith-based conference. This year’s focus was on caring for 
our children and boasted record attendance and stellar 
evaluations. Many thanks to Carolina Center for Behavioral 
Health, Providence Presbyterian Church, and many area  
restaurants and agencies that helped make this conference  
possible.  Greenville’s youngest residents benefited from the 
I’m Thumbody self esteem program, Bye Bye Bullies, What’s 
Eating My Insides, and other early childhood education  
programs.  Some of Greenville’s oldest residents learned the 
warning signs of depression through an interactive Feel 
Good Bingo game. Others were taught the importance of 

promoting positive mental health in their homes and early 
detection of mental health problems through a series of 
lunch and learns, health fairs, community mental health 
screenings, and a special night where we combined learning 
and play at Gatti’s Town.  A huge thank you to former 
MHAGC intern Adrienne Carci and the great staff at Gatti’s 
Town on Woodruff Road for making that event a success.    
May was indeed a busy month and another step in bringing 
wellness home to all individuals in our community!  But 
there is still more to do.  Mental health problems will affect 
1 in every 5 persons, and every 17 minutes someone takes 
their life by suicide.  The statistics, while shocking, are  
reversible.  Together we can make a difference and often 
times a difference between life and death.  Get involved.  
Bring wellness home! 
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Membership Contributions 

Benefactor 
• Lewis & Becky Kay  

• Rory & Kim Whelehan 

• Harriett S. Wyche 

Donor 

• Richard Osborne 

Patron 
• Drs. Tom & Delores Buford 
• Roxanne Caldwell 
• Debbie Cottingim 
• Jodey Harper 
• Keith Jackson 
• Rob & Laura Mould 
• Eugene & June Robertson 
• James D. Sheppard 
• Lynn Wright, MD 
 
Family/Mental Health Professional 
• Daniel L. Byers 
• Joe & Naomi Campbell 
• Molly & Glen Draper 
• John & Angie Funk 
• Mrs. D.G. Kilgore, Jr. 
• Stephanie Manley - RMC Benefits 
• Carolyn Mathis 
• Rhett & Sarah McCraw 
• David & Ann Merline 
• Drs. Barry & Elaine Nocks 
• Gerald & Verla Saunders 

• Bruce & Alice Schlein 
• Hollis Strozier 
• Tiby Weinstein 
• James & Margaret Young 

Individual  
• Lillian Bloom 
• David Clark 
• Norma Crume 
• Roy J. Ellison, MD 
• Scott & Becky Gerow 
• Barbara Johnson 
• Elaine Kent 
• William N. Page 
• Sandra Phillips 
• Nancy Riskevics 
In Memory of  Mildred McCraw on 
Mother’s Day 2007 by 
• Rhett & Sarah McCraw 
In Honor of Tiby Weinstein by 
• Leonard/Davis Advertising, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special donation thanks to… 
• BI-LO 
• Broadway Bagel 
• Naomi Campbell 
• Caesar’s Restaurant 
• Chick Fil-A 
• Community Foundation of Greater 

Greenville 
• Greenville Evening Rotary     

Charities 
• Angie McCormack 
• Olive Garden 
• Pita House 
• Publix 
• Kanika Richardson 
• Ryan’s  
• Ms. Katie Shippy 
• Substation of Spartanburg 
Thanks to the HOG Day volunteers for 
helping to paint the MHA office! 

Thanks for underwriting the expense of the MHA newsletter. 
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Mental Health America of Greenville County is  
currently planning its annual Cajun Crawl special 
event, and we would like to take this opportunity to  
invite you to participate in the festivities on Friday,  
October 26, 2007, at The Sawmill. 
 

This is Cajun Crawl’s thirteenth year and is a major 
event to raise funds and increase awareness about 
MHA and its services.  According to nationally  
accepted statistics, mental illness affects 1 in 5  

 

persons at some time in their lives.  If you add the  
derivative effect of mental illness on families and 
friends, the impact is absolutely overwhelming.   
 

We ask you to please consider financially supporting 
the cause of MHAGC.  MHAGC, a United Way  
community partner agency, offers hope and help for 
numerous people through our programs.   
 

The proceeds from Cajun Crawl will support these 
great programs.  Plus, Cajun Crawl is a whole lot of 
fun.  Our annual New Orleans style event, which  
includes New Orleans cuisine, dancing, and a great  
silent auction has been a fall staple in our community 
for years.  Please help us with your kind and generous 
support.   
 

If you are interested in becoming a sponsor, have any 
questions, or need further information, please contact 
Naomi Campbell at 467-3344. 
 
We  look forward to  seeing you at Cajun Crawl 2007! 


